Dear Readers

Perhaps you have asked yourself questions like:
Why am [ here on earth? How did the world start?
Can I know God? Does he care about me? Who is
Jesus? ' ‘ o
_ This little book will help you find the answers. It is
all about Jesus, the Son of God. ThlSls the most

wbnderful story of all. It is a true story from beginning
to end. It is different from all the others you know. It"
introduces Someone who has always existed, who is

alive today, and will be alive tomorrow and forever.

You will notice the words with darker letters: thés;é v

words are from the Bible, God's very own words. -
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The Beginning of the World

Who made the sun, the moon, the stars in the sky?
Who made the birds, the fish, the plants, the animals,
and all the people on earth? What was there in the
beginning? Some people say, “Nothing was there!”
This can’t be true because nothing comes out of
nothing,

Others say, “There was something. There was a
little speck of dust, and bit by bit it furned into the
world we’re looking at now.” That’s still wrong. We're
more than just “things”. We can love, we can think,
and we can express our thoughts in words, We are
people. There is just one right answer: “In the
beginning there was SOMEON'E,”

This is what it says in the book we call the Bible.

And this book is right when it says, “In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth.”’1-

Nothing can make itself by itself. A house cannot
build itself. Someone begins by thinking hard and
drawing up plans, This is the architect. Next the
workmen build the house. As people look at it, they
know there is an architect, even though they can't see
him. God thought and planned, too. Then he created
the heavens and the earth,

Some people say, “We can’t see God, so he can’t be
real” What a strange ‘way of thinking! What if a
rouse ran along a path and said, “I've never seen a
man, so men can't be real?” We would say, “Don’t be
foolish! That doesn’t change the fact that men exist.”

“The fool says in his heart, “There is no God..."”2
God does exist. We cannot see him, but we can see
what he has created. This is true, and even if everyone
in the world says there is no God, it is still true.
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 Godisa hvmg God.1 He is not thhout He like idols

-~ 'made from wood or stone. He always was alive; he
o ,_always will ‘be alive; He 1s eternal, God has no:

: begmnmg and no end. '

. God fills the heavens and thc carth.2 He is every :
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© God sees all men.3- He sees ali | people in every place.
- God hears.4. Whenwespeaktohxm hehears He -
O will always listen, :
o God speaks.. He commumcatw mth people. His' ,
‘Words are wntten in a book called the Holy B‘ble

- What he says in the Bible is true, -

. Godisholys. Hersseparatcfromallcvﬂ Onlyhexs
- righteous. ,

" God is love. . - He: loves every person m the world‘

: equally He loves each of us just as we are,
“ God knows everythmg.‘
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; Gb d Cares fOl’ You i o Things which we have carefully made are precious,

R D S e We take care of them. God made us and ave us life so

. we belong to him and we are important to him, “God
made man in his own image.”2 He is not a human
being. It is not ‘our faces and bodies that are like him,
But God is personal, and he made us persons, Just like
God, we can think, speak, love, invent and make
things,

What God can do and. we canniot do-is to ‘make
something out of nothing. Only God can create like
that. God has never made two people exactly alike.

" Nobody is quite. like you. You are umque and this is
another reason why 3 you are-precious to God, God

" created you for himself and has'a plan for you. There
is a real purpose for yourlife. -
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~ How Our Ancestors Sinned

* God made everything beautiful and good but Satan,
who & also called the devilwanted to spoil his work: -~
“- me will bring sorrow and dcath no

Once. he was one’ of ‘God's servants, splcndxd and

powerful. He wanted to be greater than God and rule .
. aver everything in  God's plaoe He becamc fillcd with -

pnde and rebellion.

- When God created the first man and woman, called
L i:Adam and Evc, Satan came to destroy their happmess. '
" 'God had said to these first two ‘people, “Everything
: I've: ‘created is to makc you happy. There i is only one
thing thit is not for you = the fruit of the tree of good
and evil. You must not eat it. If you choose to obey
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me, we will live: ibgether in love, joy and peace. If you
don’t obey me, we can' tstay together Separatxon from....

In the Garden of Edcn, Satan persuaded Eve to
doubt God. He said, “You will not die. When you eat

the fruit, your eyes will be opened and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” First Eve, and then .

-Adam, chose to disobey. thn they ate the fruit, e\nli' b
. -came mto their hearts. They were sent far away from -
: God. Since’ then, ‘evil had passed on inito everybody’s L

heart. Fear, wxckedness, hatred, dcath have all come .
into the world: e :
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‘God said,*You've disobeyed me but I still love you.
I want: to restare fnendshxp ‘between us. Tl send my

Son to-. you He will “take the pumshmcnt for- -

_ disobedience and sin in your plaoe by gwmg his: hfe for
you. While you are wa.ltmg for him, you can. corme to
me by sacnﬁcmg a Jarob, It will die for your sin, and I

‘ w111 accept it becaus¢ of my Son and fornge you.

“Abel, the son of Adam and Eve, obcycd God and

- sacrificed a Jamb, God accepted. Abel's offering and .
forgave him. Cam Abel's brother, thought that - his

work and his efforts were good enough to pleasc God e

He chose hxs own way, but God was not pleased. .

God: said, Iamgomgtochooscaman,andhls
: family after him, and give them my laws so they can
tell everyone what is right in my sight.” God therefore
.chose Abraham, a man who had faith in God, and

Later God gave to Moscs, a leader of Isracl, ten .

God’s Plan

main laws which were for all people. These laws were
called the Ten Commandments. They were good laws,

" Here are some of them: “You may worship no other

god ‘than me, Honor your father and mother. You
must not steal, You must not ie.”!. -

But people’s hearts are not good, and no ope was
able to always do what God wanted, His laws showed
people how much they needed his help. God decided

: .- to-send his.Son..t0. change their hearts, He sent
Abraham’s family became the people.of Israeki .-+ - o

prophets; men through whom God spoke by his Spirit, -
to let people know that his Son was coming. . -
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o willO God
~"since you sn]l love the people ‘who have turned their-

This wonderful story began when the Son of God |

said to God, his Father, * . . .1 have come to do your
b It s as though Jesus said, “Father,

How Jesus Came (1)

‘,backsonyou I'll love them 100. lllgotoeanhandlllbe S

bom hke an ordmary man so 1 can give my /life for them.
: Then people will ot need to offer any morc ammal
sacrifices. They will be saved by puttmg their trust in

S me, And as they watch me hvmg among them they
e wdl see how you want them to hve I’ll obey all your S
: }commands re o !

“An angcl whose name was Gabncl ‘was sent to a

; 'young lady living in Israel. She was called Mary, and

she was engaged to a carperiter naxned Joseph, This
happened - about 2,000 years ago when - Caesar
Augustus was ‘emperor of Rome. Gabriel spoke to
~ Mary saying, “Dow’t be frightened’ Mary = for God

has decided to wonderfully bless you' Very soon yon
/wnll hecome pregnant and have a baby boy, and you are
" to name him “Jesus’, He shall be very great and shnll

he called the Son of God.?2. "

Since Mary was not married to Joscph yet, she

s naturally askcd how this would happen. ‘The angel-

- explained that Mary’s’ child would niot have a father
.on earth. He said,:* ... The Holy Spirit shall come .

upon you ... so the baby born to you will be utterly holy -
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-~ the Son of God,”>

Mary, did notunderstand, but she knew that nothmg
sunpomblcforGodtodo e
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How Jesus Came (2)

Mary and ‘Joseph were in Bethlehem for Jesus’

birth. There Mary brought her son into the world. She

wrapped him in a cloth and laid him in a manger.
There was not even a cradle for the Son of God. Why
was he born in a stable? Because there was no room in
the crowded inn.

The angels of heaven rejoiced over Jesus® birth.
How they sang on that first Christmas night! They
appeared to some shepherds who were guarding their
sheep at night in the fields outside Bethichem. One
angel said,“ ... Don’t be afraid! ... I bring you the mest
‘ joyful news ever announced, and it is for everyone! The

- Savior ... has been born tonight in Bethlehem!”1. The -

shepherds hurried straight there and found Mary and

Joseph and the baby lying in the manger. ;
Laier some wise men from the East went to worship
Jesus, too. They saw a bright star appear in the sky
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' and they follcwed it until 1t stopped over the place

‘where Jesus was. When they entered the house and .
saw Jesus with Mary, they bowed down and offered
nch presents whtch they had brought. They dld not

tell Herod, the kmg, that they had found Jesus They

knew he would not be pleased to hear that another '

- king had been born in his country. Now the number of
,;;’each year on the calendar is counted from the year
Jesus was born, ’
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i ‘,When Jesus Was a Chlld

King Herod dlscovcred that the wise men had lcft

: thhout tellmg him where the new king was. He flew
" into a terrible rage and ordered all children aged two
*and under o be killed. However, God sent Mary and

Ioseph to Egypt s0 Jesus would be safe;

After Herod’s death one of God's angels told Joseph .
" “in'a dreafn to return-to his own country. Jesus grewup
" in the little town of Nazareth in Galilee. Like all
~ children eveywhere, he ate, siept, played, and learned. -
. ; "J&susdxd;obsforhlsmothcrandhelpedlosephmhns
e ‘ ‘carpenter’s shop. : :

When he 'was twelve years old; Jcsus parents took

- him tor the temple in Jerusalem for the great Feastof
“the Passover to which all Jewish boys went whenthey

were twelve‘years: old.’Thcre he- listened ‘with great

interest to readings from the law of Moses and from

the early prophets.

Afterward Mary and Joseph traveled back: home
with a big group of friends. On the way they realized
that their son was not with them. They hurried back

" to the temple and found him with the Jewish teachers, -
- listening and asking questions. When Jesus saw how
‘astonished his mother and father were, he reminded
‘thern that his real Father was in heaven and he had

given him important work to do.

Then Jesus returned to Nazareth with his parents,
He grew and progressed in every way, and God was
pleased. So was everybody who knew him.
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How Jesus Called His Disciples

When Jesus started his work, he called men to work
with him. Andrew was one of the first to follow Jesus.
Andrew went with a friend to see him and as a result
he knew that Jesus was the Savior about whom the
early prophets had spoken. Later when he saw his
brother Simon, he told him excitedly, “Come quickly!
I'll take you to him!” Jesus called both brothers, who
were fishermen, to follow him.

In the same town where these brothers lived, Jesus -
met Philip. He called Philip to follow him, too. Then
Jesus called Philip’s friend, Nathaniel. And so a small
team formed around Jesus to help him.

One day as Jesus walked beside Lake Galilee, he saw
two other fishermen named James and John. They
were in a boat repairing their nets when Jesus called
them. Without stopping to think twice, they left their
father in the boat with his hired men and went with
Jesus. Altogether Jesus chose twelve disciples to work
with him, They were specially-chosen messengers
whom he called ‘apostles’. He sent them everywhere to
tell the good news of his coming and to heal sick
people in the power of his name,
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~Jesus’ Wonderful Work (1) -~ Jesus healed sick people. Jesus is God. Like God, he

is the source of life, When he was on earth; he made "

blind people see and deaf people hear. He made para-*
lyzed people” walk. ‘He hedled lepers. People said,
“Everything he does is wonderful ... ”1. - '
" In'the town of Capernaum lived a man who could
not walk, Four of his friends took hold of the mat on
- which he lay and carried him to Peter’s house. A large
crowd had gathered to listen to Jesus. Because of all
" -the people, they climbed up onto the flat roof. They
. then'made an opening in the roof, tied ropes to the
:“mat, and lowered the sick man down before Jesus.
‘When Jestis' saw how ‘much fmth they had, he
exclmmed, “My friénd, your sins are forgiven!”
“What" Sms? But we've brought this man here to -
have his lcgs healcd!" Jmus knew that, ‘but he also
knew that sin in‘a person’s heart i is much-more serious -
»thanmcknessmhxsbody Whobut God can -
forgive sins?” they asked. They d:d not want o believe
'thatJ@suswasGod i o i :
In order to provc 1t, Jm commandcd thc paralyzed
man, <, are Rise, take up your bed and go home.”% At -
once the man got up, rolled up “his mat, and went
home Can’t}iou see him:j jumping for Joy‘7 He was”
. g:ven two wonderful presents: forglveness and healing. ’
heart was ﬁlled wnth lcve for Jesus ‘
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Jesus’ Wonderful Work (2)

At once the storm stopped and the lake was smooth
as glass. Amazed, the disciples asked, *“Who is this
man, that even the winds and the waves obey him?”2

It was natural for Jesus to be master of the things he

made — the wind, the sea, and all of nature, The Bible __.

says, “ ... He made the world and everything there is.”*3.
If we let Jesus come into our lives as he came into

the boat, we need not be afraid, whatever happens, _ E

When he is with us, we won't sink.
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One.day Jesus climbed into a boat with his disciples
to cross Lake Galilee. He was tired and fell asleep in
the stern. Suddenly a violent wind blew up. The waves
were high and water poured into the boat, threatening
to sink it. The disciples were terrified. They wakened
Jesus roughly and cried, “Teacher, don’t you care that
we are about to drown?” .

Jesus stood up. He spoke sharply to the wind and
water: “Peace! Be stilll”1.
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How Jesus Commanded
‘Demons to Leave

- Jesus sent away evil spirits. When men, women and
- children who were tormented by demons met Jesus, he .
L ‘would heal them. Demons knew that Jesus was God's.

Son. They had to obey him. :
" NearLake Galilee ther; lived a raging crazy man. A
~~crowd of demons lived in him, cavsing him to break

" the ron ¢hains which tied him up. Everyone was

-afraid of him. He lived alone; wandering among the
~’graves, One day he saw Jesus in the distance. Running

© ' up he threw himself down’ before him, shouting,

AR

“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the

~Most High God?”1.
Jesus commanded the demons toleave the manand .

they obeyed. The poor man stopped screaming. and

- cutting himself with stones. He was completely healed,

Jesus sent him out to tell everyone what he had done

for him,
" 'We need not be afrald of demons because Jesus is
" more powerful than the devil. He still delivers people

who are tormentcd by.the devil. He says to those who .
are his dlsctpl&s today, “I have given you authority
over all the power ofthe enemy ... Nothmg shall injure

you"% :
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The Glrl Who Dled and Lived
. Agaln : ~

- Jesus even cdnquered dcath “J'airus one of the lead-

ers. of the chxsh church; -was very worried. His

. twelve- year-old daughter was very ill. “I must hurry
_and find Jesus,” thought Jaxrus *He'll' make my

o ‘daughter well, ’'m sure!” , :
.- When Jairus saw Jesus, he threw hunself down at
hls feet, saying, “My little. daughter is at the point of

o .+, death, Come and lay your hands on her, 50 she may be

ISR AR FE . BERENEER

REEHA, BTHTZIHNLIIETE
W, LRIERER, M, “RESEE

- - made well.” .
s Jesus agreed, but @ on the way somethmg happened.
e A sick woman whom the doctors could not help came

up behind Jesus and touchcd the edge of his coat.

- Immediately she was healed. During this time the

young girl had been getting worse and messengers '
brought bad news to her father. They said, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any
further?”

. “Don’t be afraid, only believe,” rephcd Jesus, “No
. sm:atlon is without hope if I :am there.” When they

- arrived at Jairus' house, Jesus went into his daughter’s
- room and said, “Little girl, get up!”1- Immediately life

returned to the body of the girl and she jumped tp.
During the time he was on earth Jesus brought several
people back to life, He said, “I am the resurrection and

- thelife.”2
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Jesus Loves Children

Jesus loves children. When he was on earth he put
his arms around them and blessed them. The disciples
thought that children were too young to understand
and ought not to disturb Jesus. But Jesus showed them
‘how wrong they were.

“Children are not too young to learn how to love
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me,” he said. “Often grown-ups think that it is very
difficult to come into my kingdom. They meed to
become like little children and believe what I say. They
should not be proud. They must come to God for
everything they need.”

One day Jesus called a child over and set him down
among them, saying, * ... it is not my Father’s will that
even one of these should perish.”!- Then he made upa
story to explain what he meant. This kind of story is
called a parable,

“A shepherd had a hundred sheep,” he began. “One
evening he counted them as they pushed their way
into the sheepfold. One was missing! This poor lost
sheep was in great danger. It was ¥ery cold and there
were thorn bushes and wild beasts, So the shepherd
left his 99 sheep at home and went to find the one lost
sheep., He didn't trust his servants with such an
important job. He went himself, He found the lost
sheep and carried it safely back on his shoulders. He
was 50 pleased that he invited his friends to celebrate
with him.”

“In the same way,” said Jesus,"“the angels in heaven
sing with happiness when just one person asks to be
forgiven for his sins and lets me find him,” *“I am the
Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.” 2
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The Story of Zaccheus

Just as,a doctar cares about sick people, Jesus cares

 about those who do wrong, Zaccheus lived in a town

called Jericho. He was a tax-collector, but he often

demanded too: much money from people He was a .

thief and nobody liked him,
Onc day some news spread swrftly through the town

done. Qh what good news!
* As he listened to‘Jesus Zaccheus understood how

3 wrong stealing was, For the first time he saw himself
a3 God saw him, He believed in Jesus and immediately
_“wanted to make his hfe right.-*I must give back

everything I have taken. Tll do more than that, I'll give
back four times as much. And from today on Jesus will -

kbemyLord Iwanttoobeyhun

.. Zaccheus was a new man for Jesus had completely
changed him. “For the Son of Man came to seek and
to save the lost,”*1.

; that Jesus was going to pass through Jericho.
Zacchcus had heard everybody talk about Jesus, 5o he
., decided to see the man for himself. Since he was very

. small, Zaccheus climbed up a tree and looked down 5 .
through the branchee to see everythmg that was ?ﬁﬂ IZE{J ﬁig
o happemng. He didnt know that Jesus knew he was e b e i :
_there. ELERLRAN, R, WMEFEOIE
' Suddenly someone in the crowd belowhrmstopped, RS TER A, ZEERFIE I, HET—14
looked up, and called out to him, “Zaccheus, hurry. N ; .
 and come down, for I must stay at yourhouss today!”
. “’I’hat must beJesus calling me,” thought the Gete. ... ..
man in the tree. “He wants to go to my house! What
an honor!™ Zaccheus Joyfully opened his home to.
Jesus, He discovered that Jesus loved him and did not
reject him because of all the wrong things he had
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Wh’at Jesus Said About Himself

When Jesus spoke, cveryone hstened He spoke
w:th authonty becausc he rccewed hlS words from ™
God: Jesus spoke about God his Father, and about .
 heaven, his Father's home, He also spoke about people. -
and what is in their hearts. When he spoke about .
 himself, Jesus often used picture language to explain - -

what he meant.

“1 am the good shepherd,” Jesus said. “My sheep/ o

‘hear my voice, and Iknow them and they follow me.”!- in h“'h he it is that bears mllch frult, for apart from me

There are false shcpherds Don't follow them. They you can do nothing.”4

are only men and they cannot save you. They donot

speak the truth. Would you like to belong to my flock

" and come into my fold with me? “I am the door of the

sheep .. if anyone énters by me, he will be saved.”2 -
Do you need a light to show you the way? Jesus -

: T § am the light of the world; he who follows me - -
‘ w:ll not walk in darkness.”3 When we- walk in the
hght of Jesus hc shows us what is wrong in our lives -

and helps us turn away from it. )
Doi you want to pleasc God" Jesus said “Iam the
vine, you are kthe branches He who abldes inme,andI
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The Triumphant Entry into
Jerusalem

Jesus had a great many friends, but he also had
many enemies. When he went to the city of Jerusalem
for the last time, he knew he would be arrested. He
knew he had come to earth in order to die, for this was
the only way he could save mankind.

When he approached the Mount of Olives, he sent
two disciples into a village nearby to ask for a donkey,
When the owner of the donkey found out they
wanted it for Jesus, he willingly let it go. Then Jesus’
friends threw their coats over the animal's back for
Jesus to sit on. Tﬁey started down the road and a great
crowd of people who loved Jesus went with them.

The people spread their clothes on the ground in
front of Jesus and sang for joy, “Blessed is the King
who comes in the name of the Lord!”

But the religious leaders were furious. They and
other people living in Jerusalem rejected God’s Son.
They never wanted to understand who he was even
though he often told them.

Jesus entered the city and went to the temple.
Traders and money-lenders were there inside the
temple, selling birds and animals for the sacrifices.

Jesus seized a whip and drove them out. He didn't
want his Father's house to become a market place!
Again the religious leaders were angry. They prew
more and more determined to get rid of Jesus,
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The Las‘t" Supﬁérl : |

. secretly m an upstairs roorn to oelebrate the Feast of

the Passover ‘This was a great annual celebration

~when each Jewish family ate a special meal and
 remembered all the things that happened in the time of
Moscs They remembered how their ancestors were
slaves under the cruel Pharaoh and how God made

~ Pharaoh let the people go God sent an angel who -

" struck dead the eldest son in each Egyptian family.
. Thesonsin the Jew:sh families did not die because the
Jews, m obedxence to God’s ordcrs, had put lamb’s

Every day after hlS great entry mto Jcrusalem Iwus’ .
“-went ‘1o the -temple. - There his. enemies . . waited, ;.

< .determined to get. him. lulled. They tned to makehxm -
’,vthat a Savmr would comc The Savxor qus, would die

- One. evemng Jesus and his msclples met mgethcr;; .

- say something which could ‘beused to condemn hxm

s blood on their door pﬁsts 'God had said, “When I see
. the blood I will' pass over you.”l “The death of the

lamb for each famxly forctold to the ‘people of Israel

tosavc everyonc T

Durmg the meal with his dxscxplu Jesus took bread,
‘ broke it, and gave it to his disciplés, saying, “Take, eat,

thxsnsmybody Jesusthentookwmemdpmdm
7 eupof lt around, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for
‘blood", . poured out for many for’ the;

of sm”l Christians do as Jesus sald ni
e call “communion”. We' do ‘

remcmbe g us‘ death while wamng for him to: rctnm.
. Jesus talkcd to his disciples about humility and serv- - -

ey ing other people. He said, “ ... Love each other just as
One of vor. ,ﬁﬁ—iﬁ?dﬁﬂ‘l 2, WUESIABET

""iﬁiﬂ*ﬂlﬁﬂﬁ, %ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%%&ﬁkﬁ%

L vgot up and went out. Hewasafadse dlsclplewho loved
S e money He soidJesus toh)senermes for thn'ty pie
‘ ofsdver :

FE’JE%

. fli .

- much as T love you.” Then he added, “ ...'0 of you:.
will betray me.”3: Then one of them; Judas Iscariot,
- ?EB‘J .
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 How ,Jésus, Was Betrayed

In the upstmrs room JeSus told his dlscxples about

heaven, his Father’s home He said, * ~Tgoto
~‘prepare a place for you T will come agam and receive
~ ., you upto myself.” ”l. He oomforted them by saymg he
would send the Holy Spmt to alwaysbe with them. He "7,
Ut strengthen him.

offeredthcmagreatglft - hxspeaoe andheyvethem

" a marvelous promise, “ . if you ask anything of the

Father, he will give it to you in my name. » He said, “Be
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brave. The victmjy ismine!”2.. o
Then Jesus and his disciples went to the Mount of

" Olives where there is a garden called the Garden of

‘Gethsemane. Jesus walked ahead with Peter, James
and John. He knew- the time had come for him to die.

" He asked his three friends to keep watch and pray -

while he went farther on to be alone. What a battle!

The devil was attacking him, If he could persuade

Jesus to abandon the idea-of giving up his life, the devil

would win because then nobody could be saved.

" Jesus threw himself face down on the ground and

prayed, “Father, Father, everythmg is possible for you
yet I'want your w1ll not mine.” Then an angel came

“"When  Jesus: returned to- lus dlscxpl@s and found
them sleeping, he said, “Come! Getup! We must go.
My betrayer is here! »3. Suddenly some men appeared

‘with swords and sticks, and in front of them was Judas.

" He had brought Jesus’ enemies to capture him. But.

Co nobody could take Jesus fife without his permission,

‘o sohe steppedforwa:d and said, “I am Jesus.” He obey-
ge edGod nght tothe end.
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. and say that he was not loyal to Caesar the emperor. : ‘
~ Sohe handed Jesus over to his enemies for them to do

h  him. They decxded to
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i Jesus Tnal

- The armed men led Jesus to the hlgh priest’s housé

“for questioning. Surrounded by ‘the rehgxous leaders :
~-the high priest’ szud to hun e | deinand in the nanie of
- the living God that you tell us whether you clalrn to be -
. the Messiah, the Son of God.”1. : '

Jesus sald “Lam.”%
Jesus’ enemies thought this wasa he “Blasphemy"’

: i they cried. ““He.is guilty of death!”3. Then- they spat -
“ in his face and knocked him about. Then they sent
~Jesus to the Roman Govemor, Pilate, because he =

alone had the right to sentence a man to death, Pilate
quesnoned Jesus but found no fault in him. Even so,

e had the soldiers beat hun and put a crown of thorns
- on Jesus® head." : ‘

; ] ulted Jesus but he dld not .~
ansWer back, : 5
" During the Passover Festwal it was customary for

_.one-prisoner to be set free_ So Pﬂate went out to t’he

waiting crowd and as
~ Barabbas or Jesus?™ .
“The crowd shouted: Barabbas'” When Pllate asked -

Wh:ch shall L release toyou °

' them. what he should do with~ Jesus the crowd

shouted “, Cruufy lum' Cruclfy him{?*4.. -
; tevwould Tike ‘to have set Jesus free, but e was
i ' : yt""umagamst him
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The Crucifixion

me?*’3. Jesus said he was thirsty, so the soldiers soaked
a sponge in vinegar and lifted it to his mouth. He took
some and then said, “It is finished4 ... Father! I
commit niy spirit to you.”5-

The Roman officer who saw Jesus die exclaimed,
“Truly, this was the Son of God!”¢:
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Jesus was led outside the city of Jerusalem to a hill
called Golgatha. A great crowd followed him. Some of
the women were crying. A man named Simon of
Cyrene helped him carry the cross. '

Roman soldiers nailed Jesus' hands and feet onto’

the wood. Two criminals were crucified with Jesus,
one on each side of him. Several people were making
fun of him. The soldiers divided Jesus’ clothes between
them and threw dice to decide who should have his
robe. Many of his friends looked on from a distance.
Very close to him, at the foot of the cross, were some
women, his mother Mary, and his disciple John.
Jesus was suffering but as always he thought of
others first. He began by praying for his enemies,
“Father forgive them, for they know not what they
do.”l- When he saw that one of the criminals had
faith in him, Jesus promised him, “Today you will be
with me in Paradise.””2.

At mid-day the sun was suddenly covered and
everywhere it was dark. Jesus was cut off from his
Father at that moment. He was being punished for all
the wrong-doing of mankind. He cried out in a loud
voice, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
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& .’1,? “their report he said, “[ won't believe it unless I actually ke
o put my ﬁngers in‘the wounds where the naﬂs were'”

£ = appéared again, He said to Thomas, “Put your ﬁnger,v;
" %47 here;and ses my hands.; ”Thomas doubts dlsappeared

rone: who can say,

~ Jesus’ Resurrection

w=s% A man called Joseph: went to the governor, Pilate,
. ~and asked for permission to bury Jesus in his family
- tomb, Pilate agreed. The religious leaders put soldiers
“in-front of the tomb to keep guard. A ]arge stone was

- Tolled in front ‘of the entrance. All of Jcsus followers

' }weresadandafrald. S .

: " Onthefirst day of the week, four women came very
..early to the tomb with perfumed oils, They wondered

_ what to do about the large stone in front of the tomb.
o ’What a surprise they got‘ The stone had been rolled

“back! The tomb was empty' Jesus was not there!.
"~ An angel of the Lord, dressed in whlte clothcs, said

"~ Jooking for Jesus who was crucified, but he isn’t here!
 For he has come back to life again, just as he said he
““would ... Go quickly and tell his disciples.” 1.’
" Filled - with joy, the women ran to share this
. marvelous news: But - the dlsmples did not believe .
. ‘them, That same day all the dlS(:1pleS except Thomas

met together in a room in Jerusalem and qus :¢  )
~ appeared to. them Afterward ‘when Thomas. hcardt S EBﬁg ;ﬁ-
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“ Thomas was with all the disciples later when Jmus ‘

. ‘He saw and believed.
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“... ofi‘one occasion; to five hundred at the same time. He 'ﬂ"o

© " 'has a new body, a body that cannot die anymore. . EMi— HE EQAiE#%§§’H5K§'J
©  Other leaders haye dledand die.Jesusis the only B, EAE TR T QR
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- forevermore.”2

B to the women “Don’t be fnghtened' I kiiow you are .
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" Two angels appeared and saxd to' the drscrples'

“Men of Galrlee, why do you stand lookmg in

‘ ~heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you to ;

heaven, will come in'the same way as you saw hrm

: ﬁreturned 1o Jerusalem, They knew that therr Lord had: -
-7 pot gone away_ forever He had promrsed to come
back. They all went back to a room in Jerusalemv
“:-which - was therr megting - place, They met there
,wmted for the Holy Spmt to 1

. regularly. to pray and they
- beseatto them as Jes

Just as he promrsed Jesus 1s now preparmg 2 plaoe :

~ " forusin heaven. And he is praymg for us. When we
-~ ask- for “God's help and forglveness ‘Jesus: says,

“Father, remember, I shed my blood to wrpe away

thelr sins,”
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What Happened After the
' Resurrectlon

Jesus finished what his Father commanded him to

0 jthi" He once expiained -to his disciples,
“Everyth g thal has happencd my death and wetum
o life, is cxactly what was foretold many years ago by
Moscs and the | prophets.™ 7 :

: Forty days after coming out of the tomb dllVG Jesus ’
ied his drscrples to the Mount of, Ohves near Bethany
Judas- was not 4!!1§re ‘He had been ‘overwhelmed by
sorrow and guilt, had glverrback the thirty pieces of
silver, and then had hanged hrmself Jesus tatked with

“the disciples, and then lifted: up hrs hands and blessed

% them. After thal he retumed to heaven A cloud hid

hrm from their sight.
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‘The Coming of the Holy Spirit

Jesus left his friends to go back to heaven, but he
promised not to leave them alone. He said, * ... ] am
with you always, even to the end of the world.”L He

/.- promised to send the Holy Spirit to take his place,

“And you shall be my witnesses ... to the end of the
earth,”2 he said. -

.+ Sa the friends of Jesus prayed tbg:the;; waiting for
- -the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit. There were
- -about 120 of them, including the disciples, the women,

o ;-Jesus’ brothers and his mother, Mary. Suddenly, after

-* They then started preachirig to the crowds of people in
- Jerusalem, telling everyone the marvelous news that
God had sent his Son to earth.

life. And God wrote their names in the Book of Life.
After that the Christians started meeting each day to
listen to God’s Word, They encouraged each other,
shared the Communion.meal, and prayed together.

Today, all those who receive Jesus into their hearts =Y. s,

| BIRTEEETH LS, MEES, %A
those who believe and he comes to live in their hearts, ' “EEZ WML p——F R, FRAMITRZ 5%
Through him Jesus is always with them and they Kave
the power they need to conquer the devil, With the -

help of the Holy Spirit, Christians are witnesses for

belong to God’s family. The Holy Spirit is given to all

Jesus everywhere in the world.

-ten days, “they were all filled with-the Holy Spirit,”>.
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... All those. listening were. deeply ' moved: They ;
- realized they must change their lives, believe in Jesus
and receive Gods gift, the Holy Spirit. They were.
" baptized to show everyons that they had begun a new:
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The Return of Jesus: 250 ; , Jesus could come back at any moment. He warnéd
i o S50 L us, % L. o one knows the daté and hour when the end
~ willbe.... so be prepared.”z . , N
" The devil knows all about th:s €at oormng event,
He knows he hasn’t: much time. Thats why he is so
- active, Therefore be on- your guard.. Don‘t let yourseif-
.+ be carried away from Jesus, Whatever the cost, stay
- 7f loyal 10:him, And keep your courage up The day is
commg when nerther the devil nor

’?‘,When the: moment chosen’ by Godramves Jesus
+will come | back, and those who are his will go to meet
S - him, They wxll racelve anew body and ﬂley will reign
e thhlum LRy

B Everyone will be rarsed up and judged by God. He
;never makcs a mrstake so hrs Judgment will be fair,
' Those whose names are not written ; in the Book of Life-
o will becut offfrom h1m forever. Lo
o God will create a' new ‘heaven and A new earth He
wﬂl ‘make all thmgs new. All the things Satan has

- ET : . sporled willbe made perfect agam :

. Jesus has promised to come back ‘All the apOstlcs - In'heaven's glory, light and joy, the believers from
spoke about his return.: Angels -anfiounced it on’ the : 'evﬂry country and from every age will see, worship
o day whcn Jesus ‘went back-to his Father i in heaven - andserve God andh:s Son, Jesus, forever and everand -
 Jesus will come back in person‘and. “every eyé shall ~ ever.4 : ~

 see hnn.”l + He will be kmg overall the earth. -
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An Important Choice that will
Change Your Life

thing. We say “Sorry™ when we do wrong. And we say
“Please” when we need something, These three words
are like three keys that you may use all through the day.

You can talkto]esusatanytuneandmanyplace He '

will always hear you.:
- ‘We can listen to God by readmg the Bble It is
God’s message to every person in-the world: It is

written for each-one of us and it tells us everything we 7

‘need to know about God. There are two parts in the
Bible, the Old Testament and the New Testament,
The record of Jesus® life on earth was written by four
of his friends in the first section of the New Testament
= Matthew, Mark; Luke, and John

Satan (the devil), God’s enemy, is still at work He

tries to get us to do wrong. If we resist him, he will run :
away from us.2-If we forget and give in to him, we ’

should not be discouraged. We can go quickly to Jesus

“and he will forgive us.3- If -we wrong someone, he

. helps us make things nght

1t is good to pray and read God’s Word wnh other
Christians. Together we learn to serve God and bg his
.- witnesses. But the Lord Jesus helps those who have to

- do these things alone. He js holding his children in his

hands, and he, the Almlghty God, is strong, Jesus said,
“My Father is greater than all .. no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand.”4.

This marvelous story about Jesus can change your

. life. God can make everything new for you. God loves

you just as you are now. He wants you to be part of

- his family forever. The Word of God says; “ ... to all
“.who received him, who believed in his name, he gave

- power to become children of God,” 1.

' Faith comes by hearing the good news of Jesus — the

. good ‘Tews you have read in this book. Now you can

- believe for yourself. You can choose to receive Jesus, -
~making the best choice of your life. You can open

Yo;iif"heart.and pray-a simple prayer like this: “Lord

+-Jesus, thank you for coming to save me. I receive you

| now into my heart. Make me clean from all sin and
' create within me a new heart, Thank you for making

-mea child of God lee me strength to- follow you all
¥ thee days of my life.”

Ifyou pray this prayer the Lord will hear you. The

Holy Spirit will give you the assurarice that you have -

e ‘eternal life, and God will write your name in his Book
of Llfe What will happen after that? You will begm a

: i _new life w1th Jesus.

Because we love Jesus, we spend time talking to him

< and hstemng to him. We do things to please him and
©.we -make: fnends with ‘other people who love him. -
: When we talk to Jesus, we say *“Thank-you” for every-
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" Twould like to learn more about God and Jesus’ o

- Christ, Pleass send me thie relevant maters o
Please send me bﬂmgual hterature
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